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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

February 22, 2006
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.


William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.

Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
Anthony Ajegba




Jim Beaumariage

Larry Beninati




Constance Cholewczynski

Mark Cooney




Kim Ferrari

Marghie Giuliano




Vanessa Gonzalez

Laura Kahn





Denise Larson

Sadhna Lassi




Ana Maria Lopes

Dan Luce





Fernanda Menda

Mark Nagel





Sandra V. Narine

Mark D. Poulin




Ryan Pugliese

Ellen Pulawski




Troy J. Ruff

Michelle Rychalsky



Kristy Taboada

Pete Tyczkowski
Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
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4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?


Constance M. Cholewczynski

From New York


Vanessa Gonzalez



From Rhode Island


Laura Ann Kahn



From Pennsylvania
Denise Archambault Larson

From New York

Sadhna Krishan Lassi


From Pennsylvania

Ellen Marie Pulawski


From Massachusetts
Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.

Anthony O. Ajegba


From Ohio





Ryan A. Pugliese



From Kentucky

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE Examination.

Eligibility for Reciprocity
The Commission of Pharmacy reviewed the disciplinary action taken against Wesam M. Abdrabouh’s New Jersey pharmacist license by the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy to determine if he is eligible to reciprocate his New Jersey pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.  
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy would like 

Wesam M. Abdrabouh to personally appear before the Commission 
to discuss the disciplinary action taken against his New Jersey 

pharmacist license by the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy.  

Wesam M. Abdrabouh’s eligibility to reciprocate his New Jersey 

pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut will not be 

determined until after his personal appearance before the 

Commission of Pharmacy. 
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Request to Extend Temporary Permit to Practice Pharmacy
Eric A. Arlia

PTP.213


Expired: February 15, 2006

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to extend Eric A. Arlia’s temporary permit to practice pharmacy, PTP.213, from February 22, 2006 through May 22, 2006.
‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individual appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:


Lada Dow 



CVS/Pharmacy


Karen M. Ferrari


CVS/Pharmacy – Bristol, CT


Robert Giuliano


Bryce Rx Laboratories – Stamford, CT


Ana Marie Lopes


Stop & Shop Pharmacy


Mike Muldoon


CVS/Pharmacy


Sandra Narine


Stop & Shop Pharmacy 


Michelle Renee Rychalsky
CVS/Pharmacy – Seymour, CT


Kristy Ann Taboada

CVS/Pharmacy – East Haven, CT
Request for Pharmacy Internship

Fernanda Menda appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship. 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to grant Fernanda Menda permission to apply for a pharmacy intern registration.  The Commission informed Ms. Menda that she will need a minimum TSE score of 55 to be eligible for pharmacist licensure in the State of Connecticut.  
Electronic Data Intermediary - Application/Protocol Submitted for Approval
eRx asked to be moved to the March 29, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting agenda.  According to an e-mail received from Dana Venable*, eRx is not currently operating in the State of Connecticut.  A copy of Dana Venable’s e-mail is on file with the Commission of Pharmacy.
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*:  
Dana Venable is the Account and Operations Manager, ePrescribing, eRx Network, LLC, 301 Commerce Street, Suite #3150, Fort Worth, TX 76102-4102

The Commission of Pharmacy discussed the application/protocol submitted by Lonnie Hardin on behalf of MedAvant Healthcare Solutions.  MedAvant Healthcare Solutions would like the Commission of Pharmacy’s approval to operate as an electronic data intermediary in the State of Connecticut.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy approved the application/protocol submitted by Lonnie Hardin on behalf of MedAvant Healthcare Solutions.  MedAvant Healthcare Solutions may operate as an electronic data intermediary in the State of Connecticut provided there are no changes made to the application/protocol that was approved by Commission of Pharmacy on Wednesday, February 22, 2006.  If the application/protocol approved by the Commission of Pharmacy on Wednesday, February 22, 2006 is changed in any way then MedAvant Healthcare Solutions must submit a new application/protocol for approval.  The Commission of Pharmacy must approve the new application/protocol prior to the implementation of any and all changes.

New Application Review Only

Shop Rite Pharmacy’s Mark Nagle appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to review and discuss the plans for Shop Rite Pharmacy, Commerce Avenue, Stamford, CT.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy reviewed and approved the plans submitted for Shop Rite Pharmacy, Commerce Avenue, Stamford, CT.  

New Pharmacy Applications

CVS/Pharmacy #7916


Mark D. Poulin

292 Speilman Highway


Pharmacy Manager

Burlington, CT 06013


PCT.5663

PCY.2036
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Pharmacy Manager Mark D. Poulin and Pharmacy Supervisor Troy Ruff appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent CVS/Pharmacy #7916.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.  Commissioner Mulvihill abstained from the vote.
Familymeds Specialty Pharmacy 
James S. Beaumariage

Services #312



Pharmacy Manager

312 Farmington Avenue; Suite #B
PCT.9244

Farmington, CT 06032

PCY.2038
Pharmacy Manager James S. Beaumariage appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Familymeds Specialty Pharmacy Services #312.  
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a long-term care pharmacy.

Pharmacy Relocations
Oxford Pharmacy

From:




To:

260 Oxford Road


100 Oxford Road

Oxford, CT 06478


Oxford, CT 06478

PCY.392



PCY.392


Frank N. Diaferio, Jr., Pharmacy Manager

Pharmacy Manager Frank N. Diaferio appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Oxford Pharmacy. 
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above pharmacy relocation provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.
Legal Matters
Docket Number 05-1362

[Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #21, 76 East Main Street, Waterbury, CT 06702 – PCY.1723]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy that breached patient confidentiality when a delivery person gave prescriptions to a neighbor of the intended recipient who was not home at the time of delivery.  The department is recommending a $500.00 fine to the pharmacy.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-30

[David E. Gaudio – PCT.7553]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who pled guilty in Federal Court to One Count of Dispensing Drugs without a Prescription.  He was sentenced to 10 months imprisonment, $150,000.00 in restitution and a $10,000.00 fine.  The licensee had been compounding legend drugs for prescriptions written by a doctor in Florida.  These drug compounds were not approved by the FDA.  The drugs were actually used by telemarketers and repackaged and sold as “supplements”.  The licensee at one point sent drugs to Florida that were not patient-specific.  The agreement calls for a two year suspension, a five year probation and a $2,500.00 civil penalty. 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Docket Number 06-93

[Michael D. Greaves – PCT.5219]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who diverted or dispensed drugs to oneself or others illegally.  The agreement is a simple voluntary surrender of the pharmacist license.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-119

[Louis Houle, Jr. – PCT.3886]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who diverted or dispensed drugs to oneself or others illegally.  The agreement is a simple voluntary surrender of the pharmacist license.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-80

[Dennis F. DeMartino – PCT.4507]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed a prescription error.  In addition to the error, the department believes this pharmacist should have called the veterinarian to confirm the drug dosage.  The prescription information was transcribed by an intern from a voicemail message.  The pharmacist and intern then had a discussion concerning the dosage.  Despite knowing there was a question about the dosage, the pharmacist changed the dosage based on his own assumptions.  The department believes a Letter of Reprimand and completion of the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Vegliante and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.
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Docket Number 06-121

[Daniel M. Vaughan – PCT.6824]
Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who admitted to the use and possession of illegal drugs.  The agreement is a simple voluntary surrender of the pharmacist license.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy Files 04-35, 04-40, 04-78, 05-163 and 04-101

Attorney Schwane presented these cases involving pharmacists who committed prescription errors.  The pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  Attorney Schwane recommended that the Commission vote to dismiss these cases.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to dismiss these cases.

Formal Hearing – Rajat Kumar [PCT.8897]
· The formal hearing convened at 11:35 a.m.
· Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.



William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.

Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.

· Respondent Rajat Kumar was in attendance.

· Attorney Steven Schwane presented the following documents into evidence:

· Exhibit One – Administrative Complaint

· Exhibit Two –  Letter to Rajat Kumar from Attorney Steve Schwane with attached certified mail receipt
· Exhibit Three – Notice of Immediate Suspension of Pharmacist License #8897

· Exhibit Four – Credential View Screen for Rajat Kumar

· Exhibit Five – Settlement Agreement Concerning Pharmacist License of Rajat Kumar [Pharmacy File 01-116; Docket Number 05-709]

· Exhibit Six – Letter to Rajat Kumar from Drug Control Agent Richard Brooks with attached certified mail receipt
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· Exhibit Seven – Follow-up Letter to Rajat Kumar from Drug Control Agent Richard Brooks with attached certified mail receipt

· Drug Control Agent Richard Allen Brooks was sworn in by Chairman William Summa.

· Respondent Exhibit One – Drug screen report - Date of specimen 02-06-2006

· Rajat Kumar was sworn in by Chairman William Summa.

· The formal hearing concluded at 12:53 p.m.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (6-0) to reinstate Rajat Kumar’s Connecticut pharmacist license on July 01, 2006 provided:

1. Rajat Kumar is 100% compliant with the terms of his July 07, 2005 settlement agreement.

2. If Rajat Kumar obtains pharmacist licensure in another state/jurisdiction, he needs to petition the respective board of pharmacy for inclusion in their program for impaired healthcare professionals.

3. Rajat Kumar maintains compliance with his Connecticut settlement agreement for the duration of his agreement regardless of where Rajat Kumar resides.
4. If Rajat Kumar’s pharmacist license is reinstated on July 01, 2006, his pharmacist license is placed on probation for five years with conditions starting on July 01, 2006.
Regulation Update
· Classes of Pharmacy
· On February 01, 2006, the regulations were filed with the Secretary of the State’s Office and became effective.

· Nuclear Pharmacy
· A public hearing needs to be scheduled.
· Influenza Immunization
· The Governor’s Office approved the regulations on flu shots administered by pharmacists.  Public notice was sent to the Connecticut Law Journal and a public hearing has been scheduled for March 21, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. in Room #119 of the State Office Building.
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Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 13 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the January 25, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
7
prescription error cases (2 cases involve quality assurance report issues)
3 
abuse/diversion issues

2
failure to report drug loss
1
non-licensed individual practicing pharmacy
Miscellaneous
The Commission of Pharmacy reviewed the letters submitted by Familymeds and Bishop Theodore L. Brooks regarding the status of Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #78, 340 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06511.  
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy thanked Familymeds and Bishop Theodore L. Brooks for the update regarding Arrow Pharmacy & Nutrition Center #78, 340 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT 06511.

Walgreens Pharmacy Affairs Manager Dan Luce and Walgreens Pharmacy Supervisor Larry Beninati appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss Walgreens Pharmacy Workload Balancing Technology.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to allow Walgreens Pharmacy to implement their Workload Balancing Technology in the State of Connecticut.  The Commission of Pharmacy informed Walgreens Pharmacy Affairs Manager Dan Luce and Walgreens Pharmacy Supervisor Larry Beninati that any changes to the Walgreens Pharmacy Workload Balancing Technology as it was presented today must be approved by the Commission of Pharmacy before implementation.
Commissioner Guynn and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre discussed the IACP Pharmacy Technician Certification Examination (IACP examination) they took on Friday, Friday 10, 2006 at SAIsoft, LLC in Plainville, CT.
· The IACP examination had numerous typographical errors.
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· Commissioner Guynn and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre were concerned with the relative lack of rigor of the IACP examination vs. the PTCB examination.  Their observations were based upon previous exposure to and experience with the PTCB examination.

· The IACP examination was user-friendly.

· Commissioner Guynn and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre were satisfied with the security measures in place at SAIsoft, LLC to insure that the proper candidate was taking the proper examination.

· Commissioner Guynn and Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator Michelle Sylvestre have asked PTCB for a current copy of their examination.  This will allow for a true comparison between the IACP examination and the PTCB examination.
· Representatives from IACP and PTCB will be in attendance at the March 29, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Attorney Jay Jackson appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to follow-up with Medco’s Central Fill Request.  
Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy informed Attorney Jay Jackson:

1. The prescription label needs two prescription numbers – Medco’s prescription number and the Connecticut licensed pharmacy’s prescription number.
2. Medco must offer their program to everyone – “any willing provider”.  The same offer must be made to all and the provider “may take it or leave it”. 

CE Requests/Waivers
Richard Cohen
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain two (2) credits


Frank G. Deluca 
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain five (5) live credits
Lucille A. Deluca
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain five (5) live credits
Michelle T. Doolittle 
Must submit a transcript of her MBA studies detailing the courses completed; if the courses are “healthcare-related” then the Commission of Pharmacy will accept her 
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MBA studies towards her 2005 and 2006 continuing education requirement
Kenneth J. Kossack 
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain one (1) credit on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law

Commission Action:  Commissioner Mulvihill moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendations.

Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy Pending an Affirmative Inspection by the Drug Control Division 

CVS/Pharmacy #7916, 292 Speilman Highway, Burlington, CT 06013

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned application to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.  Commissioner Mulvihill abstained from the vote.
Washington Pharmacy, 5 Green Hill Road, Washington Depot, CT 06794

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned application to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the minutes from the January 25, 2006 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Non-Resident Pharmacy Applications

Atlas Respiratory Services, Inc.

Sharon Hill, PA 19079

In Home Rx




San Marcos, CA 92069

Worksite Pharmacy #401


Marysville, OH 43041
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy applications.

Rockwell Compounding Associates Inc.
Rye, New York 10580

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Mulvihill and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned non-resident pharmacy application.

New Business

Commissioner Guynn informed his fellow Commissioners that Drug Control Division Director John Gadea will be presenting a Bioterrorism and Emergency Preparedness program in Milford on February 28, 2006.  This program has been approved for one live law credit.

Commissioner Guynn reminded everyone that their participation in the April 19, 2006 Statewide Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Exercise is very important.  The exercise will be held at various locations throughout Connecticut.  He will be forwarding an e-mail to everyone with contact numbers for participation.
Commissioner Beaudin informed his fellow Commissioners that he posed two questions to Assistant Attorney General Henry Salton:

1. How should the Commission proceed when businesses incorporated in another state use pharmacy related terms in their names, advertising, etc. when they are clearly not licensed pharmacies?
2. Can the Commission shut down a pharmacy when a pharmacy is:

a. non-compliant with laws and statutes AND

b. is notified regarding non-compliance AND

c. reminded about non-compliance AND

d. continues to be non-compliant?
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There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman
Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre, Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
